Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 089736 
ORIGIN 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-14 EUR-12 EA-12 NEA-10 ISO-OO 
EB-08 AGRE-00 AID-05 SIG-03 ICA-20 COME-OO 
TRSE-00 /109 R 

DRAFTED BY IO/AGR:PJBYRNES:DKS 

APPROVED BY IO/AGR:PJBYRNES 

IO/ML:WKRIEBEL 

IO/EX/IR:KCARROLL 

EB/ORF/OFP:FMCELDOWNEY 

USDA/ERS:MKRIESBERG 

AID/IIA:PSALES 

NEA/RA:HPRECHT 

ARA/ECP:AWCOOLEY (INFO) 

AF/EPS :DB MCCLELLAND 
EA/EP:DMCCONVILLE 
EUR/RPE : PJMCLEAN 

045724 072130Z/62 

P 072007Z APR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY COLOMBO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KIGALI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LILONGWE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MANILA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY RABAT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ANTANANARIVO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY OSLO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DACCA PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 089736 

ROME FOR FODAG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AORG, WFC 

SUBJECT: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WORLD FOOD COUNCIL 

REF: STATE 81535 

1 . JOHN HANNAH (US), THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE UN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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WORLD FOOD COUNCIL, WILL RETIRE FOLLOWING THE 4TH WORLD 
FOOD COUNCIL SESSION, JUNE 10-12, 1978. A NUMBER OF 
CANDIDATES TO SUCCEED HIM HAVE DEVELOPED. THESE ARE 
SALAHUDDIN AHMED (BANGLADESH), SIR FREDERICK KEARNS (UK), 
LASSE AASLAND (NORWAY), GUNTHER FRIEDRICH (FRG) AND 
MAURICE WILLIAMS (US). 

2. THE TERM OF OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR IS FOUR 
YEARS AND THE APPOINTMENT IS MADE BY THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE UN IN CONSULTATION WITH THE MEMBERS OF 
THE COUNCIL AND WITH THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE FAO. 

3. THE CANDIDACY OF WILLIAMS WAS PRESENTED IN WRITING 
TO SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM ON APRIL 5. ACTION POSTS 
ARE REQUESTED TO INFORM RESPECTIVE FOREIGN MINISTRIES 
OF THE U.S. CANDIDACY AND REQUEST SUPPORT FOR HIM. IN 
DOING SO YOU MIGHT INDICATE THAT: 

- MR. WILLIAMS HAS EXTENSIVE INTEREST AND EXPERIENCE IN 
THE FIELD OF DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING FOOD AID AND AGRI- 
CULTURE. 
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- THE U.S. STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL. 
WILLIAMS' NOMINATION UNDERSCORES OUR COMMITMENT TO SEE 
THE WFC BECOME AN INCREASINGLY MORE EFFECTIVE INSTRUMENT 
FOR HELPING TO SPEED AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
ELIMINATE HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION. 

4. WILLIAMS IS CURRENTLY CHAIRMAN OECD DEVELOPMENT ASSIST- 
ANCE COMMITTEE. BEFORE ACCEPTING THIS POSITION IN 1974 

HE SERVED AS DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR AND ACTING ADMINISTRATOR 
OF THE U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (AID). 

IN 1973, HE WAS THE PRESIDENT'S SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR SAHELIAN DROUGHT RELIEF ASSISTANCE. HE SERVED ALSO 
AS AID ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE NEAR EAST AND 
SOUTH ASIA. HIS OVERSEAS ASSIGNMENTS ALSO INCLUDE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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SERVICE IN LONDON, TEHRAN, KARACHI AND LAHORE. IN THE 
LATER TWO HE WAS DIRECTOR OF THE AID MISSIONS. 

5. HOST GOVERNMENTS OF ACTION AND INFORMATION POSTS ARE 
CURRENTLY MEMBERS OF THE WFC. INFO POSTS RECEIVED REFTEL 
INFORMING THEM THAT SINCE U.S. WAS PRESENTING U.S. 

CANDIDATE, WE REGRETTED WE WILL BE UNABLE TO SUPPORT 
THEIR RESPECTIVE CANDIDATES. 

6. FOR BONN. TO BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE FRG HAS NOT 
CIRCULATED GOVERNMENTS TO SEEK SUPPORT FOR FRIEDRICH. 

HE MAY, IN FACT, NO LONGER BE A CANDIDATE SINCE WE UNDER- 
STAND FAO DG HAS OFFERED HIM A FAO COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVE 
POSITION. 

7. FORFODAG. INFORM WFC AND FAO OF U.S. FORMAL 
CANDIDACY. 

8. POSTS SHOULD BE AWARE WFC RULES OF PROCEDURE (SEE 
PARA 2 ABOVE) ALSO SPEAK OF "DUE REGARD TO THE PRINCIPLE 
OF GEOGRAPHIC ROTATION.” SHOULD QUESTION OF OUR IN- 
TENTION TO REPLACE ONE AMERICAN WITH ANOTHER BE RAISED 
YOU SHOULD STATE OUR DECISION TO NOMINATE WILLIAMS WAS 
BASED ON SEVERAL FACTORS: 

- HE IS UNIQUELY QUALIFIED FOR THIS PARTICULAR POST; 

- WE BELIEVE HE TYPIFIES THE KIND OF PERSON WHO CAN 
COMPLEMENT AND ASSIST THE EFFORTS OF WFC PRESIDENT TANCO 
OF THE PHILIPPINES; 

- WITH A DEVELOPING COUNTRY RETAINING THE PRESIDENCY OF 
THE COUNCIL, WE BELIEVE IT NOT INAPPROPRIATE FOR A 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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DEVELOPED COUNTRY TO BE SELECTED AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 
VANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 089736 
ORIGIN IO-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /015 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY: PAUL J. BYRNES 
APPPROVED BY: IO/SA:TBROWN 

077599 110527Z/13 

R 110100Z APR 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 5275 

UNCLAS STATE 089736 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 089736 SENT ACTION ROME, ABIDJAN, BANGKOK, 
BELGRADE, BERLIN, BONN, BUENOS AIRES, CANBERRA, CARACAS, COLOMBO, 
COPENHAGEN, GUATEMALA, ISLAMABAD, JAKARTA, KIGALI, KINGSTON, LAGOS, 
LIBREVILLE, LILONGWE, MANILA, MEXICO, MOGADISCIO, 

MOSCOW, NOUAKCHOTT, OTTAWA, PARIS, PORT OF SPAIN, RABAT, ANTANANARIVO 
TEHRAN THE HAGUE, TOKYO, WARSAW; INFO OSLO, DACCA. 

APR 7, 1978 

QUOTE UNCLAS STATE 089736 
ROME FOR FODAG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AORG, WFC 

SUBJECT: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WORLD FOOD COUNCIL 

REF: STATE 81535 

1 . JOHN HANNAH (US), THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE UN 
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WORLD FOOD COUNCIL, WILL RETIRE FOLLOWING THE 4TH WORLD 
FOOD COUNCIL SESSION, JUNE 10-12, 1978. A NUMBER OF 
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CANDIDATES TO SUCCEED HIM HAVE DEVELOPED. THESE ARE 
SALAHUDDIN AHMED (BANGLADESH), SIR FREDERICK KEARNS (UK), 
LASSE AASLAND (NORWAY), GUNTHER FRIEDRICH (FRG) AND 
MAURICE WILLIAMS (US). 

2. THE TERM OF OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR IS FOUR 
YEARS AND THE APPOINTMENT IS MADE BY THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE UN IN CONSULTATION WITH THE MEMBERS OF 
THE COUNCIL AND WITH THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE FAO. 

3. THE CANDIDACY OF WILLIAMS WAS PRESENTED IN WRITING 
TO SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM ON APRIL 5. ACTION POSTS 
ARE REQUESTED TO INFORM RESPECTIVE FOREIGN MINISTRIES 
OF THE U.S. CANDIDACY AND REQUEST SUPPORT FOR HIM. IN 
DOING SO YOU MIGHT INDICATE THAT: 

MR. WILLIAMS HAS EXTENSIVE INTEREST AND EXPERIENCE IN 
THE FIELD OF DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING FOOD AID AND AGRI- 
CULTURE. 

- THE U.S. STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL. 
WILLIAMS' NOMINATION UNDERSCORES OUR COMMITMENT TO SEE 
THE WFC BECOME AN INCREASINGLY MORE EFFECTIVE INSTRUMENT 
FOR HELPING TO SPEED AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
ELIMINATE HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION. 

4. WILLIAMS IS CURRENTLY CHAIRMAN OECD DEVELOPMENT ASSIST- 
ANCE COMMITTEE. BEFORE ACCEPTING THIS POSITION IN 1974 

HE SERVED AS DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR AND ACTING ADMINISTRATOR 
OF THE U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (AID). 

IN 1973, HE WAS THE PRESIDENT'S SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR SAHELIAN DROUGHT RELIEF ASSISTANCE. HE SERVED ALSO 
AS AID ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE NEAR EAST AND 
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SOUTH ASIA. HIS OVERSEAS ASSIGNMENTS ALSO INCLUDE 
SERVICE IN LONDON, TEHRAN, KARACHI AND LAHORE. IN THE 
LATER TWO HE WAS DIRECTOR OF THE AID MISSIONS. 

5. HOST GOVERNMENTS OF ACTION AND INFORMATION POSTS ARE 
CURRENTLY MEMBERS OF THE WFC. INFO POSTS RECEIVED REFTEL 
INFORMING THEM THAT SINCE U.S. WAS PRESENTING U.S. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CANDIDATE, WE REGRETTED WE WILL BE UNABLE TO SUPPORT 
THEIR RESPECTIVE CANDIDATES. 

6. FOR BONN. TO BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE FRG HAS NOT 
CIRCULATED GOVERNMENTS TO SEEK SUPPORT FOR FRIEDRICH. 

HE MAY, IN FACT, NO LONGER BE A CANDIDATE SINCE WE UNDER- 
STAND FAO DG HAS OFFERED HIM A FAO COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVE 
POSITION. 

7. FORFODAG. INFORM WFC AND FAO OF U.S. FORMAL 
CANDIDACY. 

8. POSTS SHOULD BE AWARE WFC RULES OF PROCEDURE (SEE 
PARA 2 ABOVE) ALSO SPEAK OF ' DUE REGARD TO THE PRINCIPLE 
OF GEOGRAPHIC ROTATION.” SHOULD QUESTION OF OUR IN- 
TENTION TO REPLACE ONE AMERICAN WITH ANOTHER BE RAISED 
YOU SHOULD STATE OUR DECISION TO NOMINATE WILLIAMS WAS 
BASED ON SEVERAL FACTORS: 

- HE IS UNIQUELY QUALIFIED FOR THIS PARTICULAR POST; 

- WE BELIEVE HE TYPIFIES THE KIND OF PERSON WHO CAN 
COMPLEMENT AND ASSIST THE EFFORTS OF WFC PRESIDENT TANCO 
OF THE PHILIPPINES; 

- WITH A DEVELOPING COUNTRY RETAINING THE PRESIDENCY OF 
THE COUNCIL, WE BELIEVE IT NOT INAPPROPRIATE FOR A 
DEVELOPED COUNTRY TO BE SELECTED AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 
VANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 STATE 089736 
UNQUOTE VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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